CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING MINUTES						 JANUARY 6, 2026
APPROVED MINUTES
OF THE CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS
TUESDAY, JANUARY 6, 2026 – 5:00 PM

CALL TO ORDER:

[bookmark: _Hlk197329174]The Council Meeting of the East Grand Forks City Council for Tuesday, January 6, 2026 was called to order by Council President Larson at 5:00 P.M.

CALL OF ROLL: 

On a Call of Roll the following members of the East Grand Forks City Council were present: Mayor Mark Olstad, Council President Brian Larson, Council Vice-President Tim Riopelle, Council members Tami Schumacher, Ben Pokrzywinski, Dale Helms, Donald Casmey, and Karen Peterson.  

Staff Present: Karla Anderson, Finance Director; Jeff Boushee, Fire Chief; Maggie Brockling, Economic Development Director; Nancy Ellis, City Planner; Steve Emery, City Engineer; Ron Galstad, City Attorney; Michael Hedlund, Police Chief, Charlotte Helgeson, Library Director; Reid Huttunen, City Administrator; Jeremy King, Parks and Recreation Superintendent; Keith Mykleseth, Water and Light General Manager; and Jason Stordahl, Public Works Director.      

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM:

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

The Council President declared a Quorum as being present. 

OPEN FORUM:
“An opportunity for members of the public to address the City Council on items not on the current Agenda.  Items requiring Council action maybe deferred to staff or Boards and Commissions for research and future Council Agendas if appropriate.”

No items addressed under open forum. 

ANNUAL BUSINESS:

1. SET TIME AND HOUR OF REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS

Consider adopting Resolution No. 26-01-01 a Resolution to set time and hour of regular City Council Meetings and Work Sessions.

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER SCHUMACHER, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER RIOPELLE, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 26-01-01 A RESOLUTION TO SET TIME AND HOUR OF REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS AND WORK SESSIONS.

No questions or discussion. 

Voting Aye:	Pokrzywinski, Riopelle, Helms, Casmey, Peterson, Larson, and Schumacher
Voting Nay:	None.

2. DESIGNATE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER

Consider adopting Resolution No. 26-01-02 a Resolution to designate The Exponent as the official newspaper.

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER CASMEY, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER HELMS, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 26-01-02 A RESOLUTION TO DESIGNATE THE EXPONENT AS THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER. 

No questions or discussion. 

Voting Aye:	Pokrzywinski, Riopelle, Helms, Casmey, Peterson, Larson, and Schumacher
Voting Nay:	None.

3. DESIGNATE FINANCIAL DEPOSITORIES

Consider adopting Resolution No. 26-01-03 a Resolution to designate the following financial depositories.
(A)	American Federal
		(B)	Frandsen Bank & Trust
		(C)	RBC Wealth Management
		(D)	PMA - 4M Fund

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER PETERSON, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER CASMEY, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 26-01-03 A RESOLUTION TO DESIGNATE FINANCIAL DEPOSITORIES. 

No questions or discussion.

Voting Aye:	Pokrzywinski, Riopelle, Helms, Casmey, Peterson, Larson, and Schumacher
Voting Nay:	None.

4. DESIGNATE ACH ORIGINATION & ONLINE BANKING

Consider adopting Resolution No. 26-01-04 a Resolution authorizing Persons listed below (subject to any expressed restrictions) is authorized for ACH origination and for online banking: 
Name and Title 
(A) Mark Olstad, Mayor
(B)	Reid Huttunen, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer
(C)	Terry Knudson, HR Generalist
(D) Karla Anderson, Finance Director 
(E)	Renee Kringlen, Accounting Technician

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER PETERSON, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER RIOPELLE, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 26-01-04 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PERSONS LISTED (SUBJECT TO ANY EXPRESSED RESTRICTIONS) IS AUTHORIZED FOR ACH ORIGINATION AND FOR ONLINE BANKING:

No questions or discussion. 

Voting Aye:	Pokrzywinski, Riopelle, Helms, Casmey, Peterson, Larson, and Schumacher
Voting Nay:	None.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: NONE

SCHEDULED BID LETTINGS: NONE.
 
SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS: NONE.

CONSENT AGENDA:  
Items under the “Consent Agenda” will be adopted with one motion; however, council members may request individual items to be pulled from the consent agenda for discussion and action if they choose.

5. Consider adopting Resolution No. 26-01-05 designating “C&H Insurance” as the insurance agency to handle the city policy for 2025. 

6. Consider adopting Resolution No. 26-01-06 approving the 2026 Administrative Services Agreement with Wex Benefits.

7. Consider adopting Resolution No. 26-01-07 enabling elected and/or appointed officials of the City of East Grand Forks to be covered by the Minnesota Workers Compensation Law.

8. Consider adopting Resolution No. 26-01-08 approving the following City Council Boards & Commission appointments as presented by the appropriate elected officials.

9. Consider approving the Special Event Permit Application for the KC Pro West Youth Snowmobile to be held on Saturday, January 31 and Sunday, February 1 from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm each day on City property near 8th Ave NW and 30th St NW. 

10. Consider approving the Special Event Permit Application for the Frozen Feat 5K/10K Run to be held on Saturday, February 14th from 9:00 to 11:00 am on the Greenway Trail near downtown and the River Street parking lot. 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER CASMEY, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER RIOPELLE, TO APPROVE ITEMS FIVE (5) THROUGH TEN (10).

No questions or discussion. 

Voting Aye:	Pokrzywinski, Riopelle, Helms, Casmey, Peterson, Larson, and Schumacher
Voting Nay:	None.

ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:  

11. Regular meeting minutes of the Water, Light, Power, and Building Commission for December 3, 2025. 

COMMUNICATIONS:   NONE

OLD BUSINESS: NONE

NEW BUSINESS:  

12. Consider approving the Labor Agreement for 2026, 2027, & 2028 between the City of East Grand Forks and the Law Enforcement Labor Services Local No. 152 and authorize the Mayor and City Administrator to sign the agreement.  

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER RIOPELLE, TO APPROVE THE LABOR AGREEMENT FOR 2026, 2027, & 2028 BETWEEN THE CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS AND THE LAW ENFORCEMENT LABOR SERVICES LOCAL NO. 152 AND AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR AND CITY ADMINISTRATOR TO SIGN THE AGREEMENT. 

Council Member Helms stated that he is summarizing his thoughts for items 12, 13, and 14, so that he only has to state his feelings once. Mr. Helms stated that he was told he needed to vote against the union labor agreements if he voted against the levy increase and budget. He stated he voted against the levy, but it passed and so he is going to vote in favor of these items and help the city spend the money. 

Council President Larson thanked Council Member Helms and asked if there is any further questions or discussion. Seeing none, he asked for a vote. 

Voting Aye:	Pokrzywinski, Riopelle, Helms, Casmey, Peterson, Larson, and Schumacher
Voting Nay:	None.

13. Consider approving the Labor Agreement for 2026, 2027, & 2028 between the City of East Grand Forks and the International Firefighters Association Local No. 3423 and authorize the Mayor and City Administrator to sign the agreement. 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER HELMS, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER CASMEY, TO APPROVE THE LABOR AGREEMENT FOR 2026, 2027, & 2028 BETWEEN THE CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS AND THE INTERNATIONAL FIRE FIGHTERS ASSOCIATION LOCAL NO. 3423 AND AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR AND CITY ADMINISTRATOR TO SIGN THE AGREEMENT. 

No questions or discussion. 

Voting Aye:	Pokrzywinski, Riopelle, Helms, Casmey, Peterson, Larson, and Schumacher
Voting Nay:	None.

14. Consider approving the Labor Agreement for 2026, 2027, & 2028 between the City of East Grand Forks and the AFSCME Council 65, Local No. 3452 and authorize the Mayor and City Administrator to sign the agreement. 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER RIOPELLE, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER CASMEY, TO APPROVE THE LABOR AGREEMENT FOR 2026, 2027, & 2028 BETWEEN THE CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS AND THE AFSCME COUNCIL 65, LOCAL NO. 3452 AND AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR AND CITY ADMINISTRATOR TO SIGN THE AGREEMENT. 

No questions or discussion. 

Voting Aye:	Pokrzywinski, Riopelle, Helms, Casmey, Peterson, Larson, and Schumacher
Voting Nay:	None.

15. Consider approving the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the City of East Grand Forks and AFSCME Council 65, Local No. 3452 for Post Employment Health Care Savings Plan and authorize the Mayor and City Administrator to sign the MOU. 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER RIOPELLE, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER HELMS, TO APPROVE THE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS AND THE AFSCME COUNCIL 65, LOCAL NO. 3452 FOR POST EMPLOYMENT HEALTH CARE SAVING PLAN and AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR AND CITY ADMINISTRATOR TO SIGN THE MOU. 

Council President Larson asked City Administrator Huttunen to clarify the MOU and whether there is a change in the financial impact of this MOU. Mr. Huttunen described that the MOU doesn’t have an effective change to the financial cost at an employee’s separation from employment. The MOU directs the employees within the AFSCME Bargaining Unit severance paid out at the time of resignation or retirement, either as direct payment to the employee or be paid into their Post Employment Health Care Savings Plan. In this case, the MOU directs 100% of eligible sick and vacation time to the Post Employment Health Care Savings Plan. The total obligation of the City at separation is the same no matter which way the MOU directs the payments to be made. 

Voting Aye:	Pokrzywinski, Riopelle, Helms, Casmey, Peterson, Larson, and Schumacher
Voting Nay:	None.

16. Consider adopting Resolution No. 26-01-09 authorizing the compensation plan and cost of living adjustments for all non-union employees for calendar year 2026. 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER PETERSON, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 26-01-09 APPROVING THE COMPENSATION PLAN AND COST OF LIVING ADJUSTMENTS FOR ALL NON-UNION EMPLOYEES FOR 2026. 

No questions or discussion.

Voting Aye:	Pokrzywinski, Riopelle, Helms, Casmey, Peterson, Larson, and Schumacher
Voting Nay:	None.

17. Consider adopting Resolution No. 26-01-10 authorizing the City of East Grand Forks non-union employee Insurance Contribution schedule for 2026. 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER RIOPELLE, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER HELMS, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 26-01-10 AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS NON-UNION EMPLOYEE INSURANCE CONTRIBUTION SCHEDULE FOR 2026. 

No questions or discussion. 

Voting Aye:	Pokrzywinski, Riopelle, Helms, Casmey, Peterson, Larson, and Schumacher
Voting Nay:	None.

18. Consider adopting Resolution No. 26-01-11 authorizing the promotion of Jack Croaker to the position of Equipment Operator in the Public Works Department at a Grade 11/Step 7. 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER CASMEY, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER HELMS, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 26-01-11 AUTHORIZING THE PROMOTION OF JACK CROAKER TO THE POSITION OF EQUIPMENT OPERATOR IN THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT AT A GRADE 11/STEP 7. 

No questions or discussion. 

Voting Aye:	Pokrzywinski, Riopelle, Helms, Casmey, Peterson, Larson, and Schumacher
Voting Nay:	None.

19. Consider adopting Resolution No. 26-01-12 authorizing the hiring of Renee Olson to the position of City Clerk in the Administration Department at Grade 14/Step 3 at a rate of $31.22 per hour. 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER HELMS, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER RIOPELLE, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 26-01-12 AUTHORIZING THE HIRE OF RENEE OLSON TO THE POSITION OF CITY CLERK IN THE ADIMINSTRATION DEPARTMENT AT GRADE 14/STEP 3 AT A RATE OF $31.22 PER HOUR. 

No questions or discussion. 

Voting Aye:	Pokrzywinski, Riopelle, Helms, Casmey, Peterson, Larson, and Schumacher
Voting Nay:	None.

CLAIMS:

16. Consider authorizing the City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer to issue payment for accounts payable invoices totaling $444,764.40 and the December 26, 2025 payroll. 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER HELMS, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER PETERSON, TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR TO ISSUE PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE INVOICES TOTALING $444,764.40 AND THE DECEMBER 26, 2025 PAYROLL. 

No questions or discussion. 

Voting Aye:	Pokrzywinski, Riopelle, Helms, Casmey, Peterson, Larson, and Schumacher
Voting Nay:	None.

COUNCIL/STAFF REPORTS:
 
Mayor Olstad:

Congratulations to Mr. Jack Croaker on the promotion and Ms. Renee Olson on her hire, stating he looked forward to working with them. 

Council Member Schumacher:

Congratulations to Mr. Croaker and Ms. Olson and wishing everyone a Happy New Year.

Council Member Pokrzywinski:

Congratulated Mr. Croaker and Ms. Olson and thanked the Public Works crew for their work plowing the roads in his Ward, stating they were starting to get a little rough with the warm weather the last few days. With the plows coming through, they all look good again. 

Council Vice-President Riopelle:

Congratulations Mr. Croaker on the promotion and jokingly stated that he hopes Mr. Croaker knows his address and requests that he doesn’t pile snow in the end of his driveway. 
	
Council Member Helms:

Congratulated the new employees on their promotion and hire and wished everyone a Happy New Year, stating that we have a lot of work to do this year. 

Council Member Casmey:

Echoed the congratulations to Mr. Croaker and Ms. Olson. 

Council Member Peterson:

Echoed the congratulations that others have shared. 

Council President Larson:

Congratulated the employees and thanked the Unions for their good faith negotiations on settling the Labor Agreements for the next three years. 

Mr. Huttunen:
Congratulated Mr. Croaker on the promotion and Ms. Olson on the hire. He updated the City Council that Ms. Olsons planned first day in the office is Tuesday, January 20th. He stated that the work would be busy right away with a Special Election in February. 

Mr. Huttunen then thanked the Personnel Committee (Council Members Pokrzywinski, Riopelle, and Larson) as well as the unions for their additional time and commitment to negotiations. 

 Finally, he asked Mr. Stordahl to remind the City Council of the snow removal/Street Maintenance calendar for each neighborhood. 

Mr. Galstad:

Stated he looks forward to working with Mr. Croaker and Ms. Olson. 

Mr. Emery:

Mr. Emery updated the City Council on progress of the Point Bridge Rehabilitation design and plan review. The plans will soon be reviewed by MNDOT at the St. Paul office and once those plans are approved we’ll be bringing a request for advertisement for bids to the City Council. He stated the project design and review is on schedule for a summer 2026 project. 

Council President Larson asked Mr. Emery for a timeline of when the Bridge will be closed for the project, and Mr. Emery stated they tentatively are planning for the Point Bridge to be closed for the summer, targeting the project to start after school ends for the Summer and be completed before school resumes in fall of 2026. 

Mr. Stordahl (Public Works Director)

Updated the City Council on the snow removal process. Stating that if a Snow Emergency is declared, the plows hit all streets and clear them curb to curb before the snow emergency expires. Outside of snow emergency plowing, the crews hit neighborhoods based on the Street Maintenance Schedule. The City is separated into five (5) districts and each district has a designated day of the week for Street Maintenance/snow plowing. 

Mr. Stordahl also asked residents to use caution around snow piles that are near the street and encourage kids to be careful playing on these snow piles. As City Crews can, they will remove and haul away these piles and they want to be as certain as possible that the areas are safe for all residents. 

Mr. Helms asked a question about snow piles being placed on City property/right-of-way and asked if we have an ordinance against this. He stated that he’d like to see us post a notice reminding businesses and residents not to do this. The issue is especially common along Hwy 220 N/Central Ave. Mr. Stordahl answered that we do have an ordinance that prohibits this and that we often send notices directly to businesses or residents that we see are in violation of it. We will ensure these notices are sent. 

ADJOURN:	

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER HELMS, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER RIOPELLE, TO ADJOURN THE JANUARY 6, 2026 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING OF THE EAST GRAND FORKS, MINNESOTA CITY COUNCIL AT 5:20 P.M.

Voting Aye:	Pokrzywinski, Riopelle, Helms, Casmey, Peterson, Larson, and Schumacher
Voting Nay:	None.

MEETING ADJOURNED: 

									Respectfully Submitted:


									____________________________________
									Reid Huttunen, City Administrator									
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