Work Session Meeting Minutes						January 27, 2026
MINUTES
OF THE WORK SESSION
CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS
TUESDAY, JANUARY 27, 2026 – 5:00 PM

CALL TO ORDER:

[bookmark: _Hlk197329174]The Work Session of the East Grand Forks City Council for Tuesday, January 27, 2026 was called to order by Council President Larson at 5:00 P.M.

CALL OF ROLL: 

On a Call of Roll the following members of the East Grand Forks City Council were present: Mayor Mark Olstad, Council President Brian Larson, Council Vice-President Tim Riopelle, Council members Tami Schumacher, Ben Pokrzywinski, Dale Helms, Donald Casmey, and Karen Peterson.  

Staff Present: Karla Anderson, Finance Director; Maggie Brockling, Economic Development Director; Nancy Ellis, City Planner; Ron Galstad, City Attorney; Michael Hedlund, Police Chief, Charlotte Helgeson, Library Director; Reid Huttunen, City Administrator; Jeremy King, Parks and Recreation Superintendent; Keith Mykleseth, Water and Light General Manager; and Jason Stordahl, Public Works Director.        

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM: 

The Council President Determined a Quorum was present.

AGENDA
[bookmark: _Hlk181972252]
1. Request to keep ice installed at Blue Line Arena until June 15 - Jeremy King, Parks & Recreation

Jeremy King stated traditionally, ice is removed from the Blue Line Arena (BLA) at the end of March. due to the upcoming Facility Improvements project and requests from the EGF Blue Line Club, the Northern Lights Figure Skating Club along with other users to rent ice time at the BLA during the spring and summer months, staff are proposing to keep the ice installed at BLA through June 15.  Council member Helms asked if one ice plant run both arena’s.  Jeremy stated they are separate ice plants.

2. Request to Accept Mighty Ducks Grant for R22 replacement at VFW Memorial Arena - Jeremy King, Parks & Recreation Department

The City applied for $500,000 from the $1.0 million available statewide. The grant committee awarded
funding to four communities across Greater Minnesota, with each community receiving an equal
distribution of $250,000.  Any funds awarded through this grant will directly reduce local funding obligations for the refrigeration system replacement and may also support additional elements within the project scope.   There were no questions.






ADJOURN:

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER RIOPELLE, TO ADJOURN THE JANUARY 27, 2026 WORK SESSION OF THE EAST GRAND FORKS, MINNESOTA CITY COUNCIL AT 5:05 P.M.

All in Favor

Voting Aye:	Pokrzywinski, Riopelle, Helms, Casmey, Peterson, Larson, and Schumacher
Voting Nay:	None.

_______________________________________________
Renee Olson, City Clerk
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