
Individuals with disabilities, language barriers or other needs who plan to attend the meeting and will need special accommodations 
should contact Nancy Ellis, ADA Coordinator at (218)-773-2208. Please contact us at least 48 hours before the meeting to give our 

staff adequate time to make arrangements. Also, materials can be provided in alternative formats for people with disabilities or with 
limited English proficiency (LEP) by contacting the ADA Coordinator (218)-773-2208 five (5) days prior to the meeting. 

AGENDA 

OF THE WORK SESSION  

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2023 – 5:00 PM 

CALL TO ORDER: 

CALL OF ROLL: 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM: 

1. Discussion on Demers Professional Building Fund – Reid Huttunen

2. Discussion on 5th Ave NW & 20th Street Partial Reconstruction Plan – Mayor Gander

3. Indigenous Peoples’ Day and Columbus Day – Mayor Gander

ADJOURN: 

Upcoming Meetings 

Council Meeting – Tuesday, October 17, 2023 – Council Chambers – 5:00 PM 

Work Session – Tuesday, October 24, 2023 – Training Room – 5:00 PM 

Council Meeting – Tuesday, November 7, 2023 – Council Chambers – 5:00 PM 

Work Session - Tuesday, November 14, 2023 – Training Room – 5:00 PM 
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AGENDA ITEM #__1_____ 

- 1 -

Request for Council Action 

Date: October 10, 2023 

To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Steve Gander, Council President Mark Olstad, Council 
Vice-President Tim Riopelle, Council members Clarence Vetter, Ben Pokrzywinski, Dale Helms, 
Brian Larson, and Karen Peterson. 

Cc: File 

From:  Reid Huttunen 

RE: DeMers Professional Building fund 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Background: 
In our cash accounts, fund 681 titled DeMers Professional Building, is an inactive account with funds remaining from 
the contract for deed sale of the building on the corner of Demers Ave and 4th St to Palmiscno Financial Services. 
This account and these funds have been inactive since the deed became paid in full some time ago.  

Since this fund has remained inactive, it is worth a City Council discussion on how to best use the funds.  

These funds can be transferred to the General Fund for any use you see fit. Staff recommendation is to transfer to 
the General Fund and allocate the account balance for use to cover the cost of a planned project or equipment 
purchase within our 2024 budget.  

Budget Impact: 
Total account balance of $73,034.68  

Recommendation: 
Seeking discussion and direction on how to use the funds in this account.  

Enclosures: 
August 2023 Monthly Cash Report 
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AGENDA ITEM #__2_____

- 1 -

Request for Council Action 

Date: October 10, 2023 

To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Steve Gander, Council President Mark Olstad, Council 
Vice-President Tim Riopelle, Council members Clarence Vetter, Ben Pokrzywinski, Dale Helms, 
Brian Larson, and Karen Peterson. 

Cc: File 

From:  Mayor Gander 

RE: 5th Ave & 20th St Partial Reconstruction plan 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Background: 
Mayor Gander and City Staff have been discussing an approach to plan for potential street improvements along 
20th St NW and 5th Ave NW. We want to update the City Council on our planning efforts and discussion points in an 
effort to find a street improvement solution that will be supported by residents along these streets.  

We’d like to consider a “partial reconstruction” of the street. Project Scope of this nature would include:  
- Replacement of failed curb & gutter
- Replacement of failed Storm-sewer catch basins
- Replacement and repair of sanitary manhole covers within the street
- Replacement of driveway aprons that are tied to sections of failed curb & gutter
- Sidewalk replacements or removal that are tied to sections of failed curb & gutter
- Street repair sections of Overlay, Mill & Overlay or complete replacement; based on degree of dis-

repair/asphalt condition.

As a first step in this project plan, Mayor Gander plans to work with City Staff on creating an initial “Opinion of Cost,” 
which would estimate a total project cost, as well as the portions that could be Special Assessed and those portions 
that could be funded by City enterprise funds.  

Once the Opinion of Cost is created and shared with residents along these streets, they would be asked to bring 
forward a Letter of Support requesting the project move into the next step of Engineering.  

We view this approach to be a good faith effort to discuss a potential street improvement with the residents, while 
also controlling and minimizing the total cost invested by the City in engineering and planning.  

Recommendation: 
No recommendation at this time.  

Enclosures: None  
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