
Individuals with disabilities, language barriers or other needs who plan to attend the meeting and will need special 
accommodations should contact Nancy Ellis, ADA Coordinator at (218)-773-2208.  Please contact us at least 48 hours before the 

meeting to give our staff adequate time to make arrangements. Also, materials can be provided in alternative formats: large 
print, Braille, cassette tape, or on computer disk for people with disabilities or with limited English proficiency (LEP) by 

contacting the ADA Coordinator (218)-773-2208 five (5) days prior to the meeting. 

 
 

City Of East Grand Forks 
Planning And Zoning Commission 

600 DeMers Avenue *  East Grand Forks, MN  56721 
(218) 773-0124 * (218) 773-2507 *   nellis@egf.mn 

 
AGENDA 

WEDNESDAY July 10th, 2024 – 12:00 P.M. 
 

MEMBERS 

Boushey  _____   Christianson _____   Peterson  _____ Erickson _____ 
Ortzman   _____    Powers  _____    Audette  _____ 

 
 
A. CALL TO ORDER 
 
B. CALL OF ROLL 
 
C. DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM  
 
D. COMMUNICATION: 
 

1. Resignation of Commission Member Gary Christianson. 
 

 
E. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

1. Matter Of Approval Of The February 14, 2024 Organizational and Regular Meeting 
Minutes Of The East Grand Forks Planning Commission 

 
F. OLD BUSINESS 

 
 None. 
 
G. NEW BUSINESS 

 
1. No Action Needed.  Matter of the Safe Streets and Roads For All Action Plan Presentation 

……………………………………………….…………………The Forks MPO and Bolton & Menk Consulting 



Individuals with disabilities, language barriers or other needs who plan to attend the meeting and will need special 
accommodations should contact Nancy Ellis, ADA Coordinator at (218)-773-2208.  Please contact us at least 48 hours before the 

meeting to give our staff adequate time to make arrangements. Also, materials can be provided in alternative formats: large 
print, Braille, cassette tape, or on computer disk for people with disabilities or with limited English proficiency (LEP) by 

contacting the ADA Coordinator (218)-773-2208 five (5) days prior to the meeting. 

 
 

 
 
H. OTHER BUSINESS 
 

None. 
   
I. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 

Randy Boushey, Gary Christianson, Karen Peterson, Chad Erickson,    
Brad Ortzman, Mike Powers, and Rick Audette 
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EAST GRAND FORKS 
ORGANIZATIONAL  

PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 
Wednesday, February 14, 2024 Noon 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Nancy Ellis, City Planner called the February 14, 2024 meeting of the East Grand Forks 
Planning Commission to order at 12:00 pm 
 
CALL OF ROLL 
On a Call of Roll the following members were present: Commissioners: Mike Powers,  
Richard Audette, Chad Erickson, Brad Ortzman, Karen Peterson and Gary Christian  
 
Absent:  Randy Boushey 
 
Guest(s) present:  Jay Evans, Strata 
 
Staff present:  Nancy Ellis, East Grand Forks City Planner; Reid Huttunen, City 
Administrator 
 
DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 
A quorum was present. 
 
ELECTION  

Nominations  
 
CP Ellis asked if there were any nominations for the Chairperson.  Commissioner 
Christianson nominated Powers for Chairman.   
 
No other nominations, CP Ellis closed the nominations. 
 
Commissioner Christianson motioned to approve Mike Powers as Chairman, 
Commissioner Audette seconded the Motion; M/S/P-Christianson, Audette: RCV: P-Y, 
A-Y, C-Y, Powers-Abstained, E-Y, O-Y: 5-0; mc. 
 
Chair Powers asked for nominations for Vice Chairperson.  
Powers stated he would like to nominate Audette for the Vice Chair. There were no 
more nominations. 
 
No other nominations, Chairman Powers closed the nominations 
 
Chairman Powers motioned to approve Richard Audette as Vice Chairman, 
Commissioner Erickson seconded the Motion; M/S/P-Powers, Erickson: RCV: P-Y, A-Y, 
C-Y, P-Y, E-Y, O-Y: 6-0; mc. 
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Chair Powers asked for nominations for Secretary. 
 
Commissioner Erickson stated that he would be happy to stay on as Secretary.  CP Ellis 
stated that it works well because he is available to come over to the office during 
working hours to sign plats, etc. 
 
President Powers motioned to close the nominations. 
 
Chairman Powers motioned to approve Chad Erickson as Secretary, Commissioner 
Audette seconded the Motion; M/S/P-Powers, Audette: RCV: P-Y, A-Y, C-Y, P-Y, E-Y, 
O-Y: 6-0; mc. 
 
SET MEETING TIME 
CP Ellis stated the meeting time has been the second Wednesday at noon in the 
Training Room.  The Commissioners agreed that this is working fine and to keep it that 
way. 
      
ADJOURNMENT 
Chairman Powers adjourned the Organizational Meeting of the East Grand Forks 
Planning Commission at 12:12 PM. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 
Brenda Ault 
Executive Assistant 
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EAST GRAND FORKS 
REGULAR  

PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 
Wednesday, February 14, 2023 – 12:00 Noon 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
Mike Powers, President called the February 14, 2024 meeting of the East Grand Forks 
Planning Commission to order at 12:13 pm 
 
CALL OF ROLL 
On a Call of Roll the following members were present: Commissioners: Mike Powers,  
Richard Audette, Chad Erickson, Brad Ortzman, Karen Peterson and Gary Christian  
 
Absent:  Randy Boushey 
 
Guest(s) present:  Jay Evans, Strata 
 
Staff present:  Nancy Ellis, East Grand Forks City Planner; Reid Huttunen, City 
Administrator 
 
DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 
A quorum was present. 
 
COMMUNICATION  

1. None 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE December 13, 2023 REGULAR MEETING 
A Motion was made by Commissioner Audette, Seconded by Commissioner Erickson to 
approve the minutes from the December 13, 2023 Regular Meeting M/S/P- Audette, 
Erickson; 6-0, mc. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

1. Public Hearing. Matter of request to approve/amend a Special Use 
Permit for Strata Corporation to install a second temporary concrete 
ready mixed plant to the current site when needed for repairs 

 
CP Ellis Applicant is requesting approval/amending of a Special Use Permit to install a 
second concrete ready mixed concrete plant for temporary use for future road projects 
when needed. 
 
A Motion was made by Commissioner Erickson, Seconded by Commissioner Ortzman to 
open the Public Hearing. M/S/P- Erickson, Ortzman; 6-0, mc. 
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Strata Corporation currently owns and operates a ready mixed concrete plant on 2nd St 
NE, just past the Public Works shop. They would like to install a second temporary 
ready mixed concrete plant NOT just to use in the summer of 2024 for a MnDOT road 
project on MN 220; but be able to install the temporary plant whenever needed to 
complete road projects. As with the 2024 project, the second temporary plant will be 
removed when the road projects are completed.  The property size will not change, nor 
will the use of the site by the addition of the temporary plant.  Concrete mixing plants 
are allowed in the I-2 General Industrial Zoning District with a Special Use Permit 
(SUP).  The current plant was grandfathered in as a SUP, as it was in operation at the 
location before zoning/the requirement of the SUP, so they are asking to amend or 
issue an SUP to move in the secondary plant for temporary use.  I have listed the 
criteria for the special use permit process below and I am including the answers to the 
SUP from the Strata Corporation.  Since this is an existing site, most of the criteria 
should already be met.  Additional questions, such as time of operation, length of 
operation and noise have also been addressed and included for your review. 
 
Jay Evans, Aggregate Performance Manager, Strata, was invited to speak to the 
Commissioners. He stated that Strata plans to utilize the current ready mixed concrete 
facility area to accommodate an additional ready mixed concrete plant and ancillary 
activities associated with the plant under the current grandfathered special use permit, 
for a 2024 project.  He is present today to ask for a special use permit with perpetuity, 
so they could use it whenever they get a bid that they would need to use this additional 
ready mixed concrete plant.  
 
The Commissioners asked if I would be a temporary plant, Evans replied that it would 
and they would take it down, until the next bid that needed concrete. 
 

SPECIAL USE PERMIT PROCESS 
 

Within City Code is a section that lists “Criteria for Granting Special Use Permits”.  This 
section states that the applicant must show that the standards and criteria in Section 
152.022 of the City Code will be satisfied.  These standards and criteria shall include 
both general requirements for all special uses and, insofar as practicable, requirements 
specific to each designated special use.  In granting a special use permit, the city 
council shall consider the effect of the proposed use upon the health, safety, and 
general welfare of occupants of surrounding lands.  Among other things, the planning 
commission and city council shall make the following findings where applicable: 
 

1. The use will not create an excessive burden on public facilities and utilities, 
which serve or are proposed to serve the area. 

2. The use will be sufficiently compatible with, or separated by sufficient distance 
from, or screened from adjacent land uses so that there will be no deterrence to 
the use or development of adjacent land and uses. 
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3. Each structure or improvement is so designed and constructed that it is not 
unsightly in appearance to the extent that it will hinder the orderly and 
harmonious development of the district wherein proposed. 

4. The use is consistent with the purposes of Chapter 10, and the purposes of the 
zoning district in which the applicant intends to locate the proposed use. 

5. The use is not in conflict with the East Grand Forks Land Use Plan. 
6. Adequate measures have been taken to provide ingress and egress so designed 

as to minimize traffic congestion, provide adequate access to public roads, and 
provide sufficient on-site parking. 

 
In permitting a new special use permit or alteration upon review of an existing special 
use permit, the planning commission may recommend, and the city council may 
impose, in addition to these standards and requirements expressly specified by this 
Chapter, additional conditions which the planning commission or city council considers 
necessary to protect the interests of the surrounding area or the City as a whole. 
 
 
A Motion was made by Commissioner Christianson, Seconded by Commissioner Erickson 
to close the Public Hearing. M/S/P- Christianson, Erickson; 6-0, mc. 
 
CP Ellis recommends approval of the Special Use Permit (SUP) to operate a second 
concrete plant, provided: 
 

1. It meets any additional conditions requested by the Planning Commission or 
Council regarding noise, time of operation, length of operation, traffic congestion 
or requested truck route to project. 

2. That Strata notifies CP Ellis when they open the concrete plant each time. 
 

A Motion was made by Commissioner Erickson to approve the recommendation above, 
seconded by Commissioner Audette seconded the Motion. M/S/P- Erickson, Audette; 6-
0, mc. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 

CP Ellis informed the Commissioners that the Safe Streets for Kids Study and grants 
have been completed. More information should be coming in late Spring, early Summer 
on that. We will be looking at specific intersections and streets for where we think there 
are safety issues, for walking, biking, transit. One area of concern is 14th and Central, 
other specific corridors and locations. Full engineering will be done of those locations. 
Then we will be able to apply for a grant to help with the expenses of these corrections. 
Some or all our concerns will be approved for the areas of concern. 
 
CA Huttunen stated that the City will be looking more closely at its Industrial Park. 
Coming up with a plan to improve the area.  Another area of concern, that Planning will 
need to look at is cannabis and zoning for those areas. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
Commissioner President Powers adjourned the meeting at 12:25 pm, seconded by 
Commissioner Audette. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
Brenda Ault 
Executive Assistant 



 

 
City Of East Grand Forks 

Planning And Zoning Commission 
600 DeMers Avenue * East Grand Forks, MN  56721 

(218) 773-0124 * (218) 773-2507 fax     nellis@egf.mn 
 

Memo 
To: Planning Commission 

From: Nancy Ellis, City Planner 

Date: 7/3/2024 

Re: Safe Streets and Roads for All (SS4A) presentation 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

The Safe Streets and Roads for All (SS4A) program is a new federal funding program that 
provides Federal grant funding from the United State Department of Transportation. This is a 
program is similar to the Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) in that it is focused on 
improving safety of the traveling public, however it can have a significantly expanded scope of 
potential funding opportunities for implementation. There is approximately $1 billion available 
nationally each year.  
 
This funding is split into two categories, Action Plan grants and Implementation grants. Action 
Plan grants are used to develop a Comprehensive Safety Action Plan. The Implementation 
grants are used to fund projects and programs identified in the Comprehensive Safety Action 
Plan. To be eligible for Implementation grants the applicant must have a Comprehensive Safety 
Action Plan in place. The City does not currently have a plan which meets the necessary 
requirements.  
 
We have been awarded funding for the Safe Streets and Roads for All Action Plan Grant. We 
have received $500,000 to conduct the study and prepare the action plan; of which the local 
entities must match the 80/20 split of $100,000.  Grand Forks and East Grand Forks will each 
be responsible for $50,000.  The Consultant and MPO staff will provide a brief presentation 
on the status of the study and Action Plan.  No action is necessary.  
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